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/ I . EFFORTS 

I, EFFORTS TO RATIONALIZE THE CALENDAR OF 
MEETINGS OF ECLAC 
For a number o f years the Member Governments of the Uni ted Nat ions have sought to 
r a t i o n a l i z e the work of the Organ iza t ion i n the economic and s o c i a l sectors bo th 
w i t h i n the spheres of a c t i o n o f the General Assembly and the Economic and Soc ia l 
Counci l and i n connect ion w i t h the tasks o f a r eg iona l nature assigned to the r e g i o n a l 
economic commissions. One of the basic aspects o f t h i s r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n i s a c a r e f u l 
ana lys is of the meetings he ld by in tergovernmenta l bodies and committees of the system 
i n order to prevent t h e i r p r o l i f e r a t i o n s e l i m i n a t e d u p l i c a t i o n s , i f any, and o r i e n t 
these a c t i v i t i e s towards the p r i o r i t y needs o f the governments, "Ment ion may be made 
i n t h i s connect ion of the adopt ion by the General Assembly of r e s o l u t i o n 32/197s 
sect ion IV of the annex of which l ays down g u i d e l i n e s f o r the i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
f unc t i on i ng of the r e g i o n a l commissions. The r e s o l u t i o n con ta ins recommendations 
concerning the r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f the s t r u c t u r e s of the r e g i o n a l commissions, and 
one of i t s proposals r e l a t e s to the s t r eam l i n i ng of t h e i r subs id i a r y machinery. 
With respect to the Economic Commission f o r L a t i n America and the Caribbean, 
the member governments considered the sub ject of the s t a t u t o r y meetings of the ECLAC 
system at the f o u r t e e n t h session of the Committee of the Whole (New York, 20 
November 1980), the n ine teen th session of ECLAC (Montevideo, 4-15 May 1981), the 
s i x t een th session of the Committee of the Whole of ECLAC (New York, 2-3 December 
1982) and the t w e n t i e t h session o f ECLAC (Lima, 29 March-6 A p r i l 1984), and adopted 
r e s o l u t i o n s concerning the sub jec t a t each of those mee t i ngs . ^ / 
The most important dec is ions i n connect ion w i t h the r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n of the 
pa t t e rn of meetings of ECLAC are those conta ined i n r e s o l u t i o n 419 (PLEN.14), which 
was adopted by the Committee o f the Whole a t i t s f o u r t e e n t h sess ion. The opera t ive 
p a r t o f t h i s r e s o l u t i o n sets f o r t h the dec i s i on " t o ma in ta in the e x i s t i n g 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e of the ECLAC system, wh i le f u r t h e r r a t i o n a l i z i n g i t s 
machinery, procedures and m e e t i n g s . . . " and s ta tes t h a t the b i e n n i a l sessions of the 
Commission and the meetings o f the Committee of the Whole i n the years when a session 
i s not convened s h a l l cont inue t o Be the f o c a l p o i n t s around which the other meetings 
of the ECLAC system are to be organized. I t was a lso decided on t h a t occasion t ha t 
substant ive r eg iona l and in tergovernmenta l meetings or conferences should, as a 
general r u l e , be l i m i t e d to a maximum of f i v e such meetings per year , and i t was 
agreed to examine the complete calendar of conferences, i n c l u d i n g the dates and 
l oca t i ons of each, at every session. 
Pursuant to t h i s mandate, the member coun t r i es of ECLAC reviewed and approved 
the calendars of conferences of the Commission on four successive occasions (November 
1980, May 1981, December 1982 and A p r i l 1984). During the debates on the sub jec t , 
the need was recognized to grant a c e r t a i n degree of f l e x i b i l i t y t o the Execut ive 
Secretary so tha t he might f u l f i l any a d d i t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n the economic and 
soc ia l f i e l d s en t rus ted to him by the General Assembly or the Economic and Soc ia l 
Counci l of the Uni ted Nat ions. 
* / ECLAC r e s o l u t i o n s 419 (PLEN.14), 425 and 432 (XIX) , 449 (PLEN.16) and 
465 (XX). 
/ I I . MEETINGS 
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I I . MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION AND ITS SUBSIDIARY BODIES 
Annex 1 o f t h i s document se ts f o r t h a l i s t of the s t a t u t o r y meet ings of ECLAC and i t s 
s u b s i d i a r y bod ies , toge ther w i t h the date and l e g i s l a t i v e a u t h o r i t y f o r the founding 
o f each body, i t s p a r t i c i p a t i n g members, the i n t e r v a l s a t wh ich i t meets and the main 
sub jec ts w i t h i n i t s area o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , i t s l e g i s l a t i v e mandates and terms o f 
re fe rence . The idea i s to p rov ide a diagrammatic l i s t o f the r e g u l a r intergovernmental 
meet ings o f ECLAC and o f meet ings o f a more i n f o r m a l na tu re such as seminars, forums, 
round t a b l e d i scuss i ons and o ther meet ings of exper ts convened by the Execut ive 
Secre tary pursuant t o the programme o f work approved by the member governments. 
On p rev ious occas ions, ECLAC and the o ther r e g i o n a l commissions of the system 
have been en t rus ted w i t h the task of h o l d i n g r e g i o n a l p r e p a r a t o r y meet ings f o r wor ld 
conferences o r commemorative years f o r wh ich mandates were issued by ECOSOC o r the 
Uni ted Nat ions General Assembly, No mandates have been rece ived f o r such meetings 
f o r the 1986-1988 biennium, however. 
I I I . FINANCIAL ASPECTS 
Reso lu t ion 31/140 o f the Uni ted Nat ions General Assembly (see annex 3 of t h i s 
document) makes c e r t a i n p r o v i s i o n s w i t h respec t to the meet ings o f the Uni ted Nat ions 
system and, i n p a r t i c u l a r , those of the r e g i o n a l commissions and t h e i r subs id ia ry 
bod ies. 
The r e s o l u t i o n r e a f f i r m s the genera l p r i n c i p l e t h a t , i n drawing up t h e i r 
ca lendars o f conferences and meet ings, Un i ted Nat ions bodies should prov ide f o r such 
meet ings t o be he ld a t t h e i r own headquarters except i n the case o f regu la r sessions 
of the r e g i o n a l commissions and the meet ings o f t h e i r s u b s i d i a r y bod ies , which may 
be he ld a t o the r l o c a t i o n s when the Commission i n ques t ion so dec ides , sub jec t , i n 
the case o f r e g u l a r sess ions , t o the approva l of the Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l and 
o f the General Assembly. 
When the Commission cons iders convening i t s next sess ion away fron? ECLAC 
headquar te rs , the corresponding p roposa l must be accompanied by an ana l ys i s of the 
f i n a n c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f such a change o f l o c a t i o n . Once approved by ECLAC, the 
proposa l must be submi t ted to ECOSOC and t o the General Assembly f o r t h e i r 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n and app rova l . 
I n the case o f proposa ls t o ho ld meet ings o f s u b s i d i a r y bodies o f the Commission 
away f rom ECLAC headquar ters , the Commission must p r e v i o u s l y analyse the f i n a n c i a l 
i m p l i c a t i o n s of each meet ing. I t i s impor tan t t o no te t h a t i n these instances the 
a d d i t i o n a l cos t s i n vo l ved i n a change of venue are not chargeable to the host count ry , 
as i s the case w i t h meet ings o the r than sessions o f the Commission o r o f i t s 
s u b s i d i a r y bod ies . 
The p r i n c i p l e of r o t a t i n g the p lace o f meet ing o f the sessions among the 
c o u n t r i e s o f the r e g i o n , which i s set f o r t h i n r u l e 2 o f the Rules o f Procedure of 
/ t h e Commission 
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the Commission, has been i n c l u d e d i n a separa te agenda i t e m and a no te by t he 
S e c r e t a r i a t has been prepared on th i s ; s u b j e c t (see document LC/G,1400(SES.21/4) ) . 
I V , CONCLUSIONS 
Pursuant t o the mandates c i t e d above, i t i s the t ask o f the t w e n t y - f i r s t sess ion t o 
cons ider and approve the Calendar o f Conferences o f the Commission f o r the p e r i o d 
1986-1988, To t h i s end, t he S e c r e t a r i a t has prepared a t a b l e showing the meet ings 
scheduled f o r those yea rs , i n c l u d i n g the s t a t u t o r y meet ings o f ECLAC and i t s 
s u b s i d i a r y bod ies (see annex 4).. 
I n the Ca lendar , i t w i l l be observed t h a t the nex t s e s s i o n , wh ich con t i nues t o 
be the f o c a l p o i n t f o r a l l the o t h e r mee t i ngs , has been set f o r 1988 i n accordance 
w i t h the programming c y c l e f o r Un i t ed N a t i o n s a c t i v i t i e s . Pursuant t o the p r o v i s i o n s 
o f r e s o l u t i o n 419. CPLEN.14I, t he Committee o f the Whole o f ECLAC —whose r e s o l u t i o n s 
and d e c i s i o n s have the same f o r c e as those o f the s e s s i o n — would meet i n 1987. I n 
accordance w i t h the same r e s o l u t i o n , and bea r i ng i n mind t he recommendation adopted 
a t the f i f t h sess ion o f the Committee o f H i g h - L e v e l Government E x p e r t s , ^ / t h i s l a t t e r 
Committee (CEGAN) would con t i nue t o meet eve ry year i n o rde r t o f u l f i l the mandates 
e n t r u s t e d to i t . 
I t i s a l so p lanned t h a t the Car ibbean Development and Co -ope ra t i on Committee 
(CDCC) w i l l con t i nue to meet a n n u a l l y , i n accordance w i t h the d e c i s i o n s o f i t s 
members, and t h a t the C e n t r a l American Economic Co -ope ra t i on Committee w i l l meet 
i n 1986, 
I n c o n s i d e r i n g the Calendar o f Conferences, the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f member 
governments shou ld bear i n mind t h a t i t m igh t prove necessary t o add unprogrammed 
meet ings t o the Calendar due to the f a c t t h a t ECLAC, l i k e the o t h e r r e g i o n a l 
commissions, r e c e i v e s mandates f rom h ighe r bod ies t o h o l d meet ings on s p e c i f i c 
t o p i c s . I t a l s o becomes necessary a t t i m e s , due to un fo reseen c i r cums tances , t o 
change t h e da te o r l o c a t i o n o f a mee t i ng ; i t i s t h e r e f o r e suggested t h a t the 
Execu t i ve Sec re ta r y o f ECLAC should be g i ven a c e r t a i n measure o f f l e x i b i l i t y i n 
comply ing with- the Calendar wh i ch i s approved, 
* J See the r e p o r t o f the f i f t h sess ion of the Committee o f H i g h - L e v e l 
Government Exper ts (E/CEPAL/G.1155J, paragraph 198. 
/Annex 1 










Commission, sessions 1948 Economic and 
Social Council 
Res. 106 (VI) 
All ECLAC member 
countries and 
associate members 
CCommittee of the 
Whole, regular and 
and special sessions 
1952 ECOSOC Res. 
106 (VI) 
(para. 3) 





1948 Rule 53 of 
ECLAC rules of 
procedure 
























November 1977 by 
the Committe of 
the Whole at its 
11th extraordinary 
All ECLAC member 
States and 
associate members 
All ECLAC member 
States and 
associate members 




round tables and other 
meetings convened by 
the Executive 
Secretary pursuant 
to mandates from 
Governments 
Rule 24 of rules of 
procedure. ECLAC 
resolution 401 
(XVIII) and other 
decisions 






All ECLAC member 
States and 
associate members 
Experts invited by 
the Secretariat 




TINGS OF THE ECLAC SYSTEM 
Periodicity Main sphere of competence/aims/terms of reference 
Evêry two years 
Originally every 
year in which no 
Commission session 
was held, convened 
by the Executive 
Secretary of ECLAC; 




All economic and social issues in accordance with 
article 1 of the Commission's terms of reference. See 
also rule 8 of the rules of procedure relating to the 
provisional agenda for any session. 
Since it was set up, the Committee of the Whole has 
held 30 sessions: 15 regular and 15 extraordinary. At 
the regular sessions, items similar to those dealt with 
at the sessions of the Commission are discussed. In 
accordance with the agreement adopted by the Commission 
in 1969 a/, extraordinary sessions are convened by the 
Executive Secretary when it is necessary to deal with 
some question which calls for an urgent decision on the 
part of the Commission, in line with the procedure set 
forth in rule 1 (b) of the rules of procedure. 
The Commission may assign to sessional committees any 
item within its sphere of competence that is not already 
assigned to an existing body in the system. At the 2lst 
session there will be 3 sessional committees (on water . 
human settlements and technical co-operation among de-
veloping countries and regions), in conformity with 
earlier ECLAC decisions. 
Specific issues. There are often preparatory meetings 
of a regional nature prior to world conferences of the 
United Nations on the issue. 
Ln 
I 
Every three years 
at most 
Regional Programme of Action on the integration of 
women into the economic and social development of 
Latin America. 
As required Specific issues stemming from the Programme of Work 
adopted by the Commission or programmes co-ordinated 
with other intergovernmental bodies. 
As required Specific issues stemming from the Programme of Work 
adopted by the Commission or programmes co-ordinated 
with other intergovernmental bodies. 
Annex 1 (conci.) 
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Legislative 
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CEGAN (science and 
technology) 
ILPES Technical 1974 
Committee 








Res. 310 (XIV) 
ECLAC 
Res. 357 (XVI) 
Res. 340 (AC.66) 
Eighth extra-
ordinary session 
of the Committee 
of the Whole 
ECLAC 



























the sphere of 
action of the ECLAC 
Subregional Head-
quarters for the 
Caribbean and Cuba, 
Haiti, the Domini-




At a suitable 
date, at least 
once a year, 
normally before 
the session of 
the Commission 
or as required 
As required 
As required 
Once a year. 
Special sessions 
may be convened 
by the Executive 
Secretary of 
ECLAC 
To act as a forum for analysing the various aspects 
involved in the implementation and appraisal of the 
objectives of the International Development Strategy 
in Latin America (Res. 310 (XIV), para. 5), 
To deal with population, industrialization and science 
and technology, at specialized meetings, in conformity 
with the Commission's mandates. ECLAC resolution 
357 (XVI). 
1. To act as the guiding governmental body for ILPES 
activities in the matters entrusted to it. 
2. To serve as a consultative body of the Executive 
Secretary of ECLAC. 
3. To review and adopt the ILPES work programme. 
To act as co-ordinating body for activities aijned at 
encouraging the integration of the national economies 
of the member countries and serve as a consultative 
body for the Executive Secretary, both to orient studies 
and to consider their conclusions. 
CDCC rules of procedure, chapter II, para. 10: "To act 
as a co-ordinating body for whatever activities relating 
to development and co-operation may be agreed upon and 
to serve as an advisory and consultative body to the 
Executive Secretary of ECLAC in respect of Caribbean 
issues and circumstances". 
a/ E/CN.12/841/Rev.1, para. 490. 
b/ Panama has also participated as an observer in some activities of the. Committee. 
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Arnsex 2 
419 (PLEMol8*-)s RATIONALIZATION OF TOE INSTITUTIONAL STRUCTURE AND 
THE PATTERN OF MEETINGS OF TOE CEP/iL SYSTEM 
The Committee o f the Whole„of the Economic Gomaiesion f o r L a t i a toarica, 
Recalling the r e l evan t r e s o l u t i o n o f the General Assembly» i n c l u d i n g 
reso lu t i ons 2626 (XXV) o f 24 October 1970 oa the I n t e r a a t i o a n i BevdXopment 
St ra tegy for the Second Uni ted Nat ions Development Decades 3201 (S-VI) and 
3202 (S-VI) o f 1 May 1974a con ta in ing the Dec la ra t ion and th® Programme o f 
Ac t ion on the Establ ishment o f a New I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic Order , and 
3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974 con ta in ing th® Charter of Economic R ights 
and Duties o f States , 
Also r e c a l l i n g r e s o l u t i o n 3362 (S-VII) o f 16 September 1975 on development 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l economic co -opera t ion , by which the General Assembly established 
the Ad Hoc Committee on the Rest ruc tu ing o f the Economic and Social Sectors of 
the Uni te? Nations system, b a s i c a l l y so as t o b r i n g i t i n t o line with the new 
and expanded requirements emanating f rom the above-mentioned resolutions, and 
r e s o l u t i o n 32/197 o f 20 December 1977, i n which the General Assembly adopted a 
group o f measures and p rov i s i ons o f an i n s t i t u t i o n a l nature recommended by the 
Ad Hoc Committee which s ince then c o n s t i t u t e the most recent basic mandate for 
a l l the organs and machinery o f the economic and s o c i a l sectors of the United 
Nations system, i n c l u d i n g the r e g i o n a l economic commissions, to which sec t i on IV of 
the annex t o t h a t r e s o l u t i o n , e n t i t l e d "S t ruc tu res f o r Regional and Interregional 
Co-operat ion" , p a r t i c u l a r l y app l i ed , and r e s o l u t i o n s 33/202 of 29 January 1979 
( p a r t i c u l a r l y sec t ion IV) and 34/206 o f 19 December 1979, requesting the 
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i d n and the s t reng then ing o f the r e g i o n a l economic commissions, 
Taking i n t o account the r e s o l u t i o n s on t e c h n i c a l co -opera t ion among 
developing coun t r ies adopted by the General Assembly, such as 32/182 and 32/183 
o f 19 December 1977 and 33/134 o f 19 December 1978, and r e s o l u t i o n s 3177 (XXVIII) 
o f 17 December 1973s 3241 (XXIX) o f 29 November 1974, 3442 (XXX) of 9 December 
1975s 31/119 o f 16 December 1976, 32/180 o f 19 December 1277, and 33/195 of 
29 January 1979 on economic co-opera t ion among developing count r ies» 
Also t a k i n g i n t o account the new I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development St ra tegy for the 
Th i rd United Nations Development Decade, e s p e c i a l l y sec t i on IV on th© review and 
appra i sa l o f the implementat ion o f the new i n t e r n a t i o n a l development s t r a t egy and 
the r o l e t o be played by the r e g i o n a l commissions i n t h a t rev iew and a p p r a i s a l , 
i n co-operat ion w i t h development banks and r e g i o n a l and subreg iona l groups and 
o rgan iza t i ons , and i n the p repara t ion o f r e g i o n a l action programmes t 
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R e c a l l i n g r e s o l u t i o n 386 ( X V I I I ) on p r e p a r a t i o n s and c o n t r i b u t i o n s by CEPAL 
i n connec t ion w i t h t h e npw s t r a t e g y , which p r o v i d e s f o r t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f a . 
r e g i o n a l a c t i o n programme, 
R e a f f i r m i n g i n p a r t i c u l a r paragraph 2Q- o f . r e s o l u t i o n 32/1.97y, " S t r u c t u r e s 
f o r , r e g i o n a l and i n t e r r e g i o n a l co-operat ion** , : . wh ich -s ta tes t ^ a t t h e r e g i p n a l 
commissions " s h o u l d e x e r c i s e team l e a d e r s h i p and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ; , f o r c o - o r d i n a t i o n 
and c o - o p e r a t i o n a t t h e r e g i p n a l l e v e l " , . 
Tak ing i n t o account r e s o l u t i o n 2688 (XXV) o f 11 December 1970 on t h e c a p a c i t y 
o f t h e Un i ted Na t i ons development system ( e s p e c i a l l y i t s p r o v i s i o n s r e l a t i n g t o 
t he es tab l i shmen t o f p r i o r i t i e s ) , Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l r e s o l u t i o n s 1978/74 
o f 4 August 1978, 1979/64 o f 3 August 1979 on r e g i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n and development, 
and CEPAL r e s o l u t i o n s 316 (XV) o f 29 March 1973, 354 (XV I ) o f 13 May 1975, 
363 ( X V I I ) o f 5 May 1977 and 387 ( X V I I I ) o f 26 A p r i l 1979 on c o - o p e r a t i o n among 
deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s and r e g i o n s , as w e l l as co r respond ing c r i t e r i a adopted by 
t he Governing C o u n c i l o f t h e Un i t ed Nat ions Development Programme a t i t s meet ing 
i n June 1 9 8 0 , * / p a r t i c u l a r l y as regards de te rm in i ng t h e p r i o r i t i e s o f t h e 
m u l t i n a t i o n a l programmes f o r t h e f i v e - y e a r p e r i o d 1982-1986, t o be d iscussed a t 
s p e c i a l i n t e r g o v e r n m e n t a l meet ings convened by t he A d m i n i s t r a t o r o f t h e Un i ted 
Na t ions Development Programme (UNDP) i n c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h t h e e x e c u t i v e 
s e c r e t a r i e s o f t h e r e s p e c t i v e r e g i o n a l economic commissions, 
A lso r e c a l l i n g o t h e r r e l e v a n t r e s o l u t i o n s o f t h e Genera l Assembly and 
t h e Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l on t h e ç o n t r o l and l i m i t a t i o n o f documentat ion 
and t h e ca lenda r o f mee t i ngs , p a r t i c u l a r l y Genera l Assembly r e s o l u t i o n s 31 /140, 
33 /55 , 33 /56 , 33 /417 , 34/50 and 34/405, Economic and S o c i a l C o u n c i l 
r e s o l u t i o n s 1768 ( L I V ) , 1913 ( L V I I ) , 1979/41, 1979/69 and 1979 /1 , and EC0S0C 
d e c i s i o n s 52 ( L V I I ) , 281 ( L X I I I ) , 1978 /1 and 1979/81, 
Recogn iz ing t h a t t h e p r e s e n t s t r u c t u r e o f t h e CEPAL system g e n e r a l l y 
cor responds t o t h e b a s i c requ i remen ts stemming f rom t h e o r i g i n a l terms o f 
r e f e r e n c e and subséquent mandates g i v e n t o t h e Commission, 
A lso r e c o g n i z i n g t h a t t h e sess ions o f the ' Commission and i t s s u b s i d i a r y 
bod ies and t h e r e g i o n a l con fe rences , e x p e r t mee t i ngs , t e c h n i c a l seminars , wo rk i ng 
groups and o t h e r meet ings c o n s t i t u t e s v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o a c h i e v i n g t he 
o b j e c t i v e s and a c c o m p l i s h i n g t o t h e f u l l t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s e n t r u s t e d t o t he 
CEPAL system and i t s S e c r e t a r i a t , 
Consc ious, however , t h a t t h e i n c r e a s i n g scope and v a r i e t y o f t a s k s e n t r u s t e d 
t o t h e CEPAL system make i t necessary t o r a t i o n a l i z e s t i l l f u r t h e r i t s i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
machinery and p rocedu res , i n c l u d i n g i r s p a t t e r n o f mee t i ngs , t a k i n g p a r t i c u l a r , 
account o f t h e r e l e v a n t p r o v i s i o n s o f General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 32/197 and 
o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n s and d e c i s i o n s o f the.Commission i t s e l f and o f i t s s u b s i d i a r y 
b o d i e s , 
"/ Document DP/435. 
- 9 -
Decides : ì;o" m a i n t a i n the e x i s t i n g fundamental i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e o f the 
CEPAL system, ' tot i ï le f u r t h e r r a t i o n a l i z i h g i t s machinery,1 procedures and meetings 
and i n t r o d u c i n g the f o l l o w i n g ad jus tments : 
a) The b i e n n i a l sess ions ' o f the Commission and the..';sj?.fc§ions o f the Committee 
o f the Whole i n the years when thé Commission does" noi? meèt ' shûu ld c o n s t i t u t e the 
focal1 j o i n t s around which the o the r nfeètîh'ë's' é f J t hé ' CËPAIi- System I n the for thcCming 
bienniums shou ld be o rgan i zed , i n conformi ty . V i t h the^ debislór iè1 atid : p r i o r a t - ï i e s • : -
adopted by member governments and w i t h the mandates o f the General Assembly and 
o f the"Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l ; 
b) The CEPÀL sys tem, ' beg inn ing -w ' f t hYhe Commission i t s e l f , s h o u l d - b r i n g i t s -
p a t t e r n o f ; conferences ahd meetings i n t o l i n e w i t h t he two-yèar budget programming 
cyc le in t roduced by t h e General Assembly. ' To t h a t end, a t i t s n i n e t e e n t h sess ion 
the Commission should decide on t h è ' W w ca lendar o f conferences and meetings o f 
the e n t i r e CEPAL s y s t e m ' w i t h - a - v i e w ' t o ' implément ing i t , du ly synchron ized w i t h 
the General Assembly 's 'budget programming' c y c l e , as - f rom 1982 and t a k i n g i n t o 
account the o b j e c t i v e s arid p r i o r i t i e s ës t 'àb l ished i n t h e ' v a r i o u s work,programmes 
and r e g i o n a l à c t i ò r i programmes approved by mèmber'governments ; 
c) The r e g u l a r sessions o f - t h e Commission shoi l ld con t inue nd rma l l y t o be 
preceded by a meet ing o f t he Committeé o f H igh-Leve l Government Exper ts (CEGAN), 
i n con fo rmi ty w i t h r e s o l u t i o n 310 (XIV) and o the r p e r t i n e n t r e s o l u t i o n s o f the 
Commission, i n p a r t i c u l a r those r e l a t i n g t o the implementat ion a n d ' a p p r a i s a l o f 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Development 'St rategy and t o the Dec la ra t i on and Programme o f 
Act io iv 'on t hé Es tab l i shmen t "o f a New I n t e r n a t i o n a l Economic Order ; 
d) The Committee o f H igh -Leve l Government Experts (CEGAN) ¡should a l so meet 
when necessary p r i o r t o t h e o r d i n a r y sess ion o f the Committee o f 1 t h e Whole i n 
the years i n which the Commission does no t h o l d a sess ion , i n o rde r t o c a r r y out 
the a d d i t i o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s en t rus ted t o i t under CEPAL r e s o l u t i o n ' 3 5 7 (XVI) 
w i t h respect t ò j j topulàt iòn, ' i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n and sc ience and techno logy ; 
e) The s t a t u t o r y r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f the meetings o f t he Commission, t he 
Committee1 o f t hè Whole" an'd thè Cómmittee" o f H igh-Leve l Govérnment' Exper ts as 
descr ibed above s h â l l b t e ' w i t h o u t p r e j u d i c e t o any e x t r a o r d i n a r y sess ions which 
i t may'be decided t o convene" in accordance w i t h t h è - r e l e v a n t r u l e s o f •p rocedure 
i n order t o dea l w i t h emergencies such as th&éè caused by n a t u r a l d i s a s t e r s 
and o ther problems cons idered urgent by member governments; '• 
f ) With respect- t o "the?1 s t a t u t o r y ^infeétihgâ o f - t he CEPAL systèm, i t : ; i s • 
nèceSsary t o i n d i c a t e ' a s c l e a r l y à h d è t ì ? l y as poss ib l e the p r i o r i t y i s sues which 
member governments Wish to cohsidfefr îïFsdme depths c o r r e l a t i n g them w i t h the 
issues t ó which' 'dtiè'^o'cisâi 'Couhc i l and/cfc» the General Assembly 
a t t a c h p r i o r i t y , thus ' f a c i l i t a t i n g c ò - o t d i n a t e d and convergent ' a c t i o n .w i th the 
o the r r e l evan t i n t e r n a t i o n a l bodies bo th w i t h i n and o u t s i d e t h e Un i ted Nat ions 
system; 
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g) The Regional Conference on the I n t e g r a t i o n o f Women i n t o the Economic 
and S o c i a l Development o f L a t i n America, which was e s t a b l i s h e d as a permanent 
s u b s i d i a r y organ o f the Commission i n 1977, w i l l cont inue t o be convened 
p e r i o d i c a l l y a t i n t e r v a l s o f nor more than t h ree years i n c o n f o r m i t y w i t h thé 
r e s o l u t i o n adopted on the s u b j e c t a t the e l e v e n t h e x t r a o r d i n a r y sess ion o f the 
Committee o f *he Whole o f CEPAL;*/ 
h) Wi thout p r e j u d i c e t o t h e s p e c i a l i z e d conferences o r t e c h n i c a l rtteetings-
which i t may be dec ided t o h o l d f rom t ime t o t ime a t the r e g i o n a l l e v e l ¿ a t each 
o f t h e Commission's b i e n n i a l sessions t he sub jec ts o f i ) c o - o p e r a t i o n between" 
deve lop ing c o u n t r i e s and r e g i o n s , i i ) human s e t t l e m e n t s , and i i i j ^ w a t e l r must be 
d iscussed i n s e s s i o n a l .committees, i n accordance w i t h CEPAL r e s o l u t i o n s ' 387 ( X V I I I ) , 
407 ( X V I I I ) and 411 ( X V I I I ) . I n o rder t o ensure t h a t these committees" ¡ f unc t i on 
e f f i c i e n t l y d u r i n g the: Commission's regular1 sess ions , government de lega t i ons 
shou ld i n c l u d e exper ts i-n t h e s p e c i f i c mat te rs t o be covered; 
i ) I t i s recommended t h a t , a t t h e i r next sess ion , t h e permanent subreg iona l 
subord ina te bodies o f t he Commission, t h a t i s t o say , t he C e n t r a l American Economic 
Co-opera t ion Committee and the Caribbean Development and Co-opera t ion Committee, 
should cons ider the bes t means o f adap t ing t h e i r genera l i n s t i t u t i o n a l f u n c t i o n i n g 
- i n c l u d i n g the adjustment o f t h e i r annual subreg iona l meet ings- t o t he b i e n n i a l 
p a t t e r n e s t a b l i s h e d f o r the Un i ted Nat ions by the General Assembly and the Economic 
and S o c i a l Counc i l ; 
j ) The Techn ica l Committee o f ILPES w i l l cont inue t o serve as the governmental 
o r g a n i z a t i o n g u i d i n g t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f the L a t i n American I n s t i t u t e f o r Economic 
and S o c i a l P lann ing ( ILPES) , which i s p a r t o f the CEPAL system, and w i l l meet 
f o r t h i s purpose when necessary i n t he manner p rov ided f o r i n r e s o l u t i o n 340 (AC.66) 
o f t he Committee o f t he Whole and r e s o l u t i o n s 371 ( X V I I ) and 397 ( X V I I I ) o f the 
Commission; 
k ) The Committee o f H igh -Leve l Government Experts (CEGAN) w i l l cont inue t o 
rev iew and approve t he r e p o r t s o f a c t i v i t i e s and programmes o f work o f the L a t i n 
American Demographic Centre (CELADE), which i s a l so p a r t o f t he CEPAL system, 
and w i l l meet a t l e a s t every two years i n o rder t o e s t a b l i s h g u i d e l i n e s f o r the 
L a t i n American Regional Popu la t i on Programme and to dea l w i t h o t h e r mat ters 
r e l a t i n g t o t h i s f i e l d , i n con fo rm i t y w i t h the p r o v i s i o n s o f CEPAL 
r e s o l u t i o n s 357 (XVI) and 400 ( X V I I ) ; 
1) As a genera l r u l e , no more than f i v e subs tan t i ve r e g i o n a l conferences 
or meetings shou ld be h e l d each y e a r , i n c l u d i n g the above-mentioned s t a t u t o r y 
sessions o f t h e Commission, the s t a t u t o r y meetings o f t he Committee o f the Whole 
and o f CEGAN, and e x t r a o r d i n a r y p repa ra to r y meetings f o r w o r l d conferences o r 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l y e a r s , the cos ts o f wh ich , l i k e the costs o f t he s t a t u t o r y sessions 
o f the Cen t ra l American Co-opera t ion Committee and the Caribbean Development and 
Co-operat ion Committee, must be p rov ided f o r i n CEPAL's r e g u l a r budget and approved 
by the General Assembly; 
* / Document E/CEPAL/AC.71/4. 
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m) At each of the Commission's regular sessions, the complete calendar of 
conferences and meetings of the entire CEPAL system planned up to.the next ordinary 
session must be considered, stipulating, where possible, the date, duration, and 
location of each meeting; 
n) The regional meetings which must be organized within the geographical. 
area of the CEPAL system in preparation for world conferences or international 
years of the United Nations to be carried out under,.mandates of the General ¡Assembly 
must be provided with the necessary financing duly authorized by the general 
Assembly itself. The CEPAL Secretariat is encouraged to intensify its efforts ; v, to inform promptly the United Nations Budget Division of those additional resources, 
that CEPAL believes may be required by General Assembly .proposals calling for , 
regional activities in preparation foi? world conferences/or international years of 
the United Nations additional to those already funded urid^ r the United Nations • • 
regular programme budget, ! This should enable the Budgets ^Division to better reflect 
such requirements in statements of financial implications on proposals before the 




31/140. PATTERN OF CONFERENCES 
The General Assembly, 
R e c a l l i n g i t s r e s o l u t i o n s 1202 ( X I I ) o f 13 December 1957, 1851 ( X V I I ) o f 
19 December 1962, 1987 ( X V I I I ) o f 17 December 1963, 2116 (XX) o f 21 December 1965, 
2239 (XXI) o f 20 December 1966, 2361 ( X X I I ) o f 19 December 1967, 2478 ( X X I I I ) 
o f 21 December 1968, 2609 (XXIV) o f 16.December 1969, 2693 (XXV) o f 11 December 
1970, 2834' (XXVI) o f 17 December 1971, 2960 (XXVI I ) o f 13 December 1972* 3351 (XXIX) 
o f 18 December 1974 and 3491 (XXX) o f 15 December 1975. 
I 
1. Takes note o f the r e p o r t o f the Committtee on Conferences- e s t a b l i s h e d by 
General Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 3351 (XXIX) 
2. Approves the d r a f t ca lendar o f conferences and meetings f o r 1977 se t 
f o r t h i n annex I t o t he r e p o r t , 
3. Takes note o f the t e n t a t i v e calendar o f conferences 'and meetings f o r 
1978 se t f o r t h i n annex I I t o the r e p o r t , 5 1 * / 
4 . Reaf f i rms the genera l p r i n c i p l e t h a t , i n drawing up t he schedule o f 
conferences and meet ings, Un i ted Nat ions bodies s h a l l p l an t o meet a t t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e e s t a b l i s h e d headquar ters , w i t h the f o l l o w i n g excep t ions : 
a) The Governing Counc i l o f t h e Un i ted•Nat ions Development Programme may, 
i n accordance w i t h i t s r u l e s o f p rocedure , h o l d one o f i t s sessions a t the Uni ted 
Nat ions O f f i c e a t Geneva; . 
b) The sessions o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Law Commission s h a l l be h e l d a t Geneva; 
c) The sessions o f the Un i ted Nat ions Commission on I n t e r n a t i o n a l Trade Law 
may be h e l d , s u b j e c t t o the p r o v i s i o n i n s e c t i o n I I , paragraph 6, o f General 
Assembly r e s o l u t i o n 2205 (XXI ) o f 17 December 1966, a l t e r n a t e l y a t Headquarters 
i n New York and a t Geneva; 
d) The regular-summer sess ipn o f the Economic and S o c i a l Counc i l may be 
he ld .at Geneva p rov ided t h a t the c l o s i n g date f a l l s a t l e a s t s i x weeks be fo re the 
opening o f t he regula i r sess ion o f the General Assembly; 
* / I b i d . , Supplement No. 32 ( A / 3 1 / 3 2 ) . 
— / I n accordance w i t h i t s r e s o l u t i o n 3491 (XXX), the General Assembly w i l l 
have be fo re i t a t i t s t h i r t y - s e c o n d sess ion f o r approva l the d r a f t ca lendars f o r 
1978 and 1979 cor responding t o the programme budget . 
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e) The functional commissions of the Economic and Social Council8 other 
than the Commission on Human Rights and the Commission on Narcotic Drugs 9 shall 
meet at their established headquarters unless a more rational patterns of the 
work programs can be achieved by Molding their sessions at Geneva.D that decision 
being without prejudice to any subsequent decision to hold thesn at Vienna | 
f) The regular sessions of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific s the Economic Commission for Latin America's the 'Econome; Ccftpâi#ion 
for Â'friûa and the Economic Commission fox»''Western Asia0 as' well as''meetings o§ 
their subsidiary bodies » mày be'-held away from 'tHéir 'heàdqUsrt@2>s;- when the' 
commission concerned so' decides f'subjectv in .'tW^bàà&^dé ^gislaa?'' 'Sessions of the 
commission©«, to the approval of -the Economic and So'cial <&\aid-iSlaadr-'b£ the 
General Assembly; 
g) The International Civil Service Commission shall hold its regular annual 
session at Headquarters andj, if more than one session is required in any one year9 
it may accept an invitation from one of its participating organizations to hold 
its other session or sessions at the headquarters of that participating 
organizationj 
5 o Decides that United Nations bodies may hold sessions away from their 
established headquarters when a Government issuing an invitation for .a. session 
to be held within its territory has agreed to defrayB aftér consultation with the 
Secretary-General as to their nature and possible extent, the actual additional 
costs directly or indirectly involvedB 
6o Requests the Committee on Conferences and the Secretary-General to take 
account ' of-the following principles inr- drawing up the; drfe'ft ¿aiendaï* of. conferences 
and meetiingisi 
a) The biennial calendar of conferences and meetings approved by the General 
Assembly shall-' govetti' the Meetings programme during the'-period concerned; 
b) All United Nations meetings shall be carried out within thê" resources 
allocated by the General Assembly for that purpose $ 
c) Between sessions of the General Assembly0 departures from the calendar 
may s in special or unusual circumstanc'es'j 'be approved by thé' Committeemen 
Conferences8 provided that changes affecting the subsequent year of the-bienniuffl-
shall be approved by the Assemblyi 
d) Subsidiary organs of the General Assembly shall not2 without the approval 
of the Assémblyj create hew'standing bodies or ad hoc sessional or intersessional 
bodies that require additional resourcess • and-other principal'organs of the 
United Nations should make similar decisions with regard to their respective 
subsidiary bodiess if they have not already done soj 
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e) An adequate interval of time, to be determined by the body concerned, 
shall be allowed between sessions of the same bodies to permit Member States to 
derive maximum benefits from the activities and to provide sufficient time for the 
preparation of future activities; 
f) (Jhited Nations bodies shall meet at their respective established 
headquarters, subject to the exceptions to this principle approved by the General 
Assembly, 
II 
1. Takes note of the action taken by its subsidiary organs and by the 
Secretariat to apply the criteria established by General Assembly resolution 3415 
(XXX) of 8 December 1975 and urges all bodies to continue their efforts to 
rationalize their meeting records, 
2. Reiterates its appeal to subsidiary bodies to consider the application 
to their subsidiary bodies of"criterion 6, according to which such bodies should 
cease to be provided with meeting records of any kind,V 
3. Reaffirms that the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
and the International Law Commission should continue to receive records in both 
provisional and final form; 
4. Requests the Secretary-General to specify, in the statement of financial 
implications accompanying a draft resolution calling for the establishment of a 
new body, which conference services are to be provided, 
5. Reaffirms its decision **/ that statements may be reproduced in extenso 
only if they serve as bases for discussion and after statements of financial 
implications have been presented to the "bodies requesting them. 
103rd plenary meeting 
17 December 1976 
*/ A/INF/31/2 and Corr.l. 
**/ Resolution 2292 (XXII), annex, para. b). 
./Annex 3 
Annex 4 
CALENDAR OF INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCES OF ECLAC FOR THE PERIOD 1986-1988 
Year Title Place and date Legislative authority Source of financing 
1986 Eleventh session of the Committee of High-Level 
Government Experts (CEGAN) 
Bogota, 
3-6 March 
ECLAC resolutions 419 (PLEN.14) 
422 (XIX); 425 (XIX); 432 (XIX) 
and 449 (PLEN.16) 
ECLAC regular budget 
1986 Tenth session of the Caribbean Development 
and Co-operation Committee (CDCC) 
Havana, 
7-12 April 
ECLAC resolutions 358 (XVI); 
432 (XIX) and 449 (PLEN.16) 
1986 Twenty-first session of ECLAC Mexico City, 
17-25 April 
ECLAC resolution 471 (XX) ECLAC regular budget 
1986 Central American Economic Co-operation 
Committee 
ECLAC resolution 9 (IV) ECLAC regular budget 
1987 Fifth Regional Conference on the Integration 
of Women into the Economic and Social 
Development of Latin America 
a/ The Conference was set up as a 
permanent subsidiary organ of ECLAC, 
by decision of the Eleventh Extra-
ordinary Session of the Committee of 
the Whole (E/CEPAL/AC.71/4) 
United Nations Headquarters 
budget 
1987 Twelfth session of the Committee of High-Level 
Government Experts (CEGAN) 
a/ ECLAC resolutions 310 (XIV); 
419 (PLEN.14); 422 (XIX), para. 
425 (XIX) 
204; 
ECLAC regular budget 
1987 Eleventh session of the Caribbean Development 
and Co-operation Committee (CDCC) 
a/ ECLAC resolution 358 (XV) ECLAC regular budget 
1987 Nineteenth session of the ECLAC Committee 
of the Whole 
United Nations 
Headquarters, 
New York b/ 
ECLAC resolution 419 (PLEN.14) ECLAC regular budget 
1988 Thirteenth session of the Committee of High-
Level Government Experts (CEGAN) 
a/ ECLAC resolutions 310 (XIV); 
419 (PLEN.14); 422 (XIX), para. 
425 (XIX) 
204; 
ECLAC regular budget 
1988 Twelfth session of the Caribbean Development 
and Co-operation Committee (CDCC) 
a/ ECLAC resolution 358 (XVI) ECLAC regular budget 
1988 Twenty-second session of ECLAC a/ ECLAC resolution 449 (PLEN.16) ECLAC regular budget 
a/ Place and date to be decided, 
b/ Date to be decided. 

